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Namaste, 

    As we enter the ninth year of SAFL 
program, I take this opportunity to briefly 
reflect upon its history and progress 
made. Based on requests from parents 
and students interested in learning 
Samskritam in a formal, structured 
manner through the school year with the 
possibility of getting credits, the SAFL 
program was started in Sep 2009 with 17 
students and 3 teachers. It was a learning 
experience for us as it was the first time 
we ventured in to teaching online. 
Currently we have 240 students and 25 
teachers. Summer residential programs 
(Shraddhaa, Prajnaa and Medhaa camps) 
also have growing enrollment numbers.   

   The SAFL program was accredited by 
the Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges as a supplementary education 
program in July 2016. It has helped us 
institute several best practices. New 
qualified teachers are recruited each year 
to ensure an optimal teacher:student 
ratio. Also, we have been trying to 
increase our engagement with all 
stakeholders, collect regular feedback and 
take suitable actions to address their 
needs. In fact, this newsletter is one such 
effort.  

   One of the main purposes of SAFL 
program is to provide an opportunity for 
children to get introduced to Samskritam 
and stay connected with their 
heritage. They also make friendships with 
other like minded students during the 
course of their study. To facilitate 
continued interaction among the 
graduates and engagement with 
Samskrita Bharati, the SAFL Alumni 
Association has been rejuvenated with the 
lead taken by some Medhaa shibiram 
attendees in 2017.  

   In order to help SAFL graduates connect 
with other Samskritam enthusiasts at the 
university level, efforts are being made to 
extend the reach of the CSN - Campus 
Samskritam Network, a project started by 
Samskrita Bharati several years ago to 
establish Samskritam language clubs in 
universities. This provides a good 
opportunity for SAFL alumni to continue 
learning and also teach Samskritam to 
others. A few students are in fact 
currently helping in the SAFL classes and 
camps. We hope to increase these 
numbers in the forthcoming years so that 
the next generation can take a lead role 
gradually. 

   Similar to SAFL program, Samskrita 
Bharati conducts Samskritam classes and 
camps in many states for children and 
adults. Your tax deductible 
contribution will help us advance in our 
mission. Please visit sbusa.org to make a 
donation. 

  We would like to hear from you 
regarding suggestions for this newsletter 
and also for the SAFL program. Please 
write to us at safl@sbusa.org 

जयतु संस्कृतम् ! 

Giri Bharathan 

 निर्दशेकस्य सन्र्दशेः 
Message from Giri Bharathan, Director, SAFL Program, Samskrita Bharati USA 

Students Corner 

Calendar of Events 

June 23-29, 2013
सुभानितम ्

Coming Soon...

 निर्दशेकस्य सन्र्दशेः 

Summer Camps 2017 

http://sbusa.org/
mailto:safl@sbusa.org
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Oct 21 - 24, 2017 – First Semester 

Midterm Exams (All 200 and 300 

level courses) 

 

Nov 18 - 21, 2017 – First Semester 

Unit Exams – II (All 100 level 

courses) 

 

Nov 25 - 28, 2017 – Thanksgiving 

Break (All courses) 

 

Dec 23, 2017 – Jan 2, 2018 – 

Winter Break (All courses) 

 

Jan 13 - 16, 2018 – First Semester 

Final Exams (All courses) 

 

Jan 20 – 23, 2018 – Inter semester 

break. No classes (All courses) 

 

Jan 27 - 30, 2018 – Second 

Semester - First day of class 

Mar 3 - 6, 2018 – Second Semester 

Unit Exams – I (All 100 level courses) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mar 17 -20, 2018 – Second 

Semester Midterm Exams (All 200 

and 300 level courses) 

 

Apr 14 – Apr 17, 2018 – Second 

Semester Unit Exams – II (All 100 

level courses) 

 

May 19 – 22, 2018– End of year 

Final Exams (All courses) 

 
 

REGISTRATION FOR 2018-19 

Registration for 
SAFL 2018-19 
academic year 
opens in March 
2018!! 

Stay Tuned… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

हर्तुरु् गोचरं यातर् दत्ता भवतर् तवसृ्तर्ा । 

कल्पाने्तऽति र् या र्शे्यर्् तकमन्यतिद्यया तवर्ा ॥ 

विद्या चोराणाां कृते न दृश्यते । अने्यभ्यः दत्ता चेत् विसृ्तता भिवत । कल्पाने्त अवि अस्ाः 

नाशः न भविष्यवत । विद्यायाः समानां नान्यत् वकमवि विद्यते । 

That which cannot be perceived by a thief, that which only increases by sharing and 
that which cannot perish ever – What could that be other than knowledge? 

सुभानितम् 
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Prajnaa Camp (June 17-23, 2017) 

 
Prajnaa camp has been a wonderful experience for me. The first 
day when I came to prajnaa camp I was excited to see the room 
where I would be staying. On the first part of the day, we went 
inside the main hall and the teacher told us where to go and what 
we will be doing. At night they told us to go back to our cabins. 
The cabins looked small but when I went inside I saw 6 bunk 
beds. There was a small basketball court in front of the cabins 
where we could play during our free time. 
  
On the second day the teachers told us to come to the main hall 
where we did yogabhyasam. In the evening, we went outside and 
played games. The games were really fun. Then we would do 
bhajans and it was very soothing. In the night we did skits it was 
fun and entertaining. 
  
On the third day we did hiking. The mountains were a bit steep but 
it was lot of fun. I had a joyful time looking at the trees and 
mountains. 
  
On the fourth day when it was dark we did stargazing. The stars 
looked beautiful. I saw the Milky Way galaxy through the 
telescope which was awesome. 
 
During the next two days of the camp, we had an excellent 
opportunity of hearing two great teachers from India who spoke 
about how to improve our samskritam speaking skills. It was very 
inspiring. 
  
On the final day of the camp, we played scavenger hunt. It was 
fun finding clues. 
  
The food served all days in the camp was very delicious and we 
had a variety of items to choose from. Throughout the camp, we 
learned about vibhaktis and dhatu pratyayas (noun declensions 
and verb conjugations). We learned how to pronounce those 
words verbally. It was fun and interactive. We learned how to 
listen and read the complex sentences. There were a lot of 
different types of styles in pronouncing the words. I improved my 
sambhashanam skills. 
  
We learned how to express the words and write the words in 
devanagari. We used our understanding for what those words 
mean. We also learned about suktis and subhashitams which 
were very interesting and melodic. Subhashitams inspire me a lot. 
When I listen to the sweet tune it is like the joy and bliss of life. It 
made me feel happy. 
  
Overall, the whole course was both immersive and interactive. It 
was one of the best experiences I ever had in my life. I learned 
quite a lot in these seven days. I especially liked the subashitams 
because the melody of music was so sweet. I had a great time in 
prajnaa camp. It has been an exciting journey. 
 
Pranav Raghavan 
SAFL 200 Level Student 
Grade 9 

Round Rock High School, Round Rock, TX 

मधेानशनिरम ्(July 16-30, 2017) 

SAFL िठनस् िर्षत्रयानन्तरम् अहां मेधावशविरां  गन्ततां 

िहु उत्सतका आसम्। िेङ्गळूरु-नगरे सांसृ्कतभारत्या: अक्षरम् 

इवत केन्द्रकायाषलये अस्माकां  मेधावशविरम् अभित्। तत्र अहां 

प्रवतवदनां सांसृ्कतभार्ाया: उियोगां च सांसृ्कतभार्ामाध्यमेन 

सेिाां कथां कततुं शक्नोवम इवत ज्ञातिती । ियां 

सांसृ्कतभार्ामाध्यमेन िहूवन सेिाकायाषवण कृतिन्त:। ियां 

विवक कायषस् विर्ये (Samskritam Wikipedia - 

https://sa.wikipedia.org/), सम्भार्णसने्दशस् विर्ये च 

ज्ञातिन्त:। छात्राणाां मेलनाथुं ियां SAFL Alumni 

Association सांस्थायाः ितनरुज्जीिनां कृतिन्त:।  

प्रवतवदनां ियां प्रात:काले र्ड्िादने उत्थाय, योगिगुं 

गतिन्त:। तत्र ियां श्लोकान् िवठतिन्त: योगासनावन कृतिन्त: 

च। सवचन् महोदय: अस्मान् योगासनावन सम्यक्तया 

िावठतिान्। अनन्तरम् अल्पाहाराथुं भोजनालये वमवलतिन्तः। 

प्रथमकक्ष्यायामां प्रवतभाभवगनी अस्मान् सतन्दरकाण्डस् 

िाठान् िावठतिती । ियां श्लोकस् िदविभागां, अन्वयक्रमां, च 

तात्पयुं तस्ा: मागषदशषनेन सतलभतया ज्ञातिन्त:। 

वितीयकक्ष्यायाां गीताभवगनी विभक्तक्तरूिाणाम् ितनस्स्मारणां 

काररतिती । िहुवभः उदाहरणै: सा अस्मान् सम्यक्तया 

िावठतिती । तृतीयकक्ष्यायाां सवचन् महोदय: सक्तधां समासां च 

िावठतिान्। यद्यवि कवठन: विर्य:, तथावि तस् िाठनेन 

सतलभतया अिगतिन्त:। भोजनानन्तरम् काांवचत् विश्राक्तन्तां 

स्वीकृतिन्तः। चततथषकक्ष्यायाां िन्चमकक्ष्यायाां च ियां 

िाठनविधानां िवठतिन्त:। अमेररकादेशे सांसृ्कतमाध्यमेन 

सांसृ्कतां कथां िाठनीयां इवत ज्ञातिन्त:। अनन्तरां  क्रीडा: 

क्रीवडत्वा सत्सङे्ग वमवलतिन्तः। ितन: भोजनां कृत्वा 

मनोरञ्जनकायषक्रमे नाटकावन प्रदवशषतिन्त:। अने्त वनद्ाां 

कृतिन्त:। 

अहां मेधावशविरां  िहु इष्टिती । अहां ितन: गन्ततम् 

इच्छावम। एतत् अनतभिाथुं गोविन्द महोदयाय, गीता भवगनै्य, 

अवि च अक्षरजनेभ्य: धन्यिादान् समिषयावम। 

 

 
Anjali Sukhavasi 
SAFL Alumni, Grade 11  
Baldwin School,  
Bryn Mawr, PA 

 

 

SAFL Camps 2017 - Experiences from Students' Perspective 
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मधेानशनिरम ्(July 16-30, 2017) 

िूिषछाते्रभ्यः िहु िारां  श्रततिान् यत् मेधवशविरस् अनतभिः 

अनतिमः । एतत् िर्ुं मया गत्वा अनतभूतः ।   

 मेररलेण््ड राजे्य  Thomas S Wootton 

उच्चविद्यालये अधतना दशमिगषस् छात्रोऽक्तस्म । 

दशिरे्भ्यः सांसृ्कतभार्ायाः अवि  छात्रः । गताष्टभ्यः 

िरे्भ्यः प्रवतिर्ुं जाह्निीवशविरम् गच्छावम । तदारभ्य 

SAFL समाप्य मेधावशविरां  गन्ततां  आकाङ्क्षा आसीत् मम 

मनवस । अक्तस्मन्  ग्रीष्मकाले अयां अिसरः लब्धः । 

िेङ्गलूरुमहानगरे वगररनगरे अक्षरम् इवत स्थले 

मेधावशविरे भागां िोढतां  यदा अहां प्राप्तिान् तदा छात्राणाां 

 प्रतीक्षारतौ हसन्मतखौ गोविन्दगीतामहोदयौ दृष्टिान् । 

यतः अहां छाते्रर्त प्रथमां प्राप्तिान् मम तत आसीत् 

विशेर्स्वागतम् । मम िररिारजनाः अवि अक्षरस् 

सांसृ्कतमयां िातािरणम् अिलोक्य विक्तस्मताः अभिन् । 

 प्रथमवदने एि  अस्माकम् अध्यािकः िालकः च 

गोविन्दमहोदयः असूचयत् यत् “आरब्धम् उत्तमजनाः न 

िररत्यजक्तन्त "। एतया दृष्ट्या एि ियम् आरम्भम् अकत मष । 

अक्षरां  सांसृ्कतिातािरणस् उत्तमम् उदाहरणम् अक्तस्त । 

तत्र छात्राः, िाचकाः, िालकाः, अध्यािकाः, अने्य 

कायषकताषरः च सांसृ्कतभार्या एि सम्भार्णां कत िषक्तन्त स्म । 

 िगाषः अवि िहु रुवचकराः आसन् । प्रवतवदनां ियां 

योगासनां, सतन्दरकाण्डां , सक्तधां , समासां  च  िवठतिन्तः । 

सांसृ्कतां कथां िाठनीयम् इवत प्रवशक्षणमवि  प्राप्तिन्तः । 

भासकभार्णावन  अशृणतम । िेदविज्ञानिाठशालाां 

गतिन्तः । मधतरावण गीतावन अगायाम । क्रीडाः क्रीडन्तः 

अहसाम । भ्रातृते्वन आस्म । कायषकताषरः इि कायाषवण 

कृतिन्तः । सांसृ्कतभार्ायाः सौरभां प्राप्नतम ।  अस्माकां  

वदव्यसांसृ्कतेः िोर्णम् अकत मष । मतख्यतः, ियां पे्रररताः 

अभिाम ।  

 अयां अततल्यः अनन्यः अनतभिः अविस्मरणीयः । ये 

ये SAFL मधे्य िठक्तन्त िूणाषनतभिां प्राप्ततां  तैः मेधवशविरम् 

अिश्यां गन्तव्यम्  ।  

धन्यिादाः । 

Nataraj Shivaprasad  
SAFL Alumni, Grade 10 

Wootton High School, Rockville, MD 

SAFL Alumni Association (SAA) 

 

गते ग्रीष्मकाले श्रािणमासे िेङ्गलूरुनगरे, सांसृ्कतभारत्याः 

मेधावशविरम् अभित् । वशविरे १६ छात्राः भागां ऊढिन्तः। 

तत्र १४ छात्राः high school तः आगतिन्तः िरन्तत आिाां 

िौ स्नातकौ, अगे्र विश्वविद्यालये भिािः । तवहष, “अगे्र कथां 

सांसृ्कतिठनां कततुं शक्नतयाि?” इवत िृष्ठिन्तौ । इदानीम् 

तविवमत्तम् एकम् उत्तरम् ितषते - SAFL Alumni 

Association. 

 

 SAFL Alumni Association (SAA) मधे्य सिे 

SAFL स्नातकाः (graduates) भविततम् अहषक्तन्त । अतः, 

यदा ियां सिे विश्वविद्यालयां गच्छामः, तदा एकां  SAFL 

network भविष्यवत । सांसृ्कतभारत्याः साहाये्यन ियां 

सांसृ्कतिठनां, िाठनां च कततुं शक्नतमः । अनन्तरम् 

अमेररकादेशे, अस्माकां  महाविद्यालयेर्त, अन्यत्र च सांसृ्कतां 

प्रसारयामः । तदथुं SAA अस्माकां  साहाय्यां कररष्यवत, 

साधनसम्पवत्तां च दास्वत । SAA माध्यमेन ियां सिे छात्राः 

सांसृ्कतप्रिासाथुं गन्ततां शक्नतमः । वमतै्रः सह सांसृ्कतचचाुं, 

िठनां च कततुं शक्नतमः । तत्कारणेन यत् ियां SAFL-

program मधे्य िवठतिन्तः, तत् सिुं न विस्मरामः ।  

 

 SAA विर्ये आिाां उत्सतकौ स्वः । छात्राः यदा 

महाविद्यालयां प्रवतगच्छक्तन्त, तदा तत्र सांसृ्कतिठनां, 

सांसृ्कतप्रचारां  च कत िषक्तन्त इवत अिेक्षािहे। स्नातकछात्राणाां 

योजनेन, कायषकततषणाां साहाये्यन एतत् कायुं वनश्चयेन 

सफलताां प्राप्स्स्वत इवत आियोः दृढविश्वासः ।  

 

धन्यिादाः । 

 

 
Rohan Yaradi  Avinash Kotecha 
SAFL Alumni                      SAFL Alumni 
Class of 2021  Class of 2021 
Cornell University               University of Houston 
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