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Namaste, 

 The 2018-2019 academic year marks 

the beginning of the 10th year of the 

Samskritam as a Foreign Language 

(SAFL) program. Looking back, we 

have come a long way from the pilot 

project that we had embarked on 

during the Fall of 2009. The initial idea 

for SAFL was inspired in response to 

interest shown by a group of 

enthusiastic students who wanted to 

connect their culture and roots from 

India with their academic experience 

in the United States. 

   Learning that these students had 

requested a rigorous Samskritam 

curriculum which challenged them in 

the same manner as their existing 

language classes, coupled with their 

parents’ desire to attain accreditation 

for Samskritam classes inspired me to 

work with Sowmya Joisa to create the 

original SAFL syllabus. 

   Sowmya and I both learned 

conversational Samskritam via 

Samkrita Bharati’s tried and true 

method - attending in-person classes. 

With SAFL, we were challenged with 

creating an online course for high 

school students.  To create the 

curriculum, we spent months 

researching existing high school 

foreign language textbooks, 

multimedia resources, and teaching 

plans.  Yet, there was one element 

missing, which we felt was essential, 

i.e. in-person interaction and practice.

We added yuva-shibiram as part of

the course requirements to enable

student interaction in Samskritam,

create bonds that extend past the

classroom and celebrate their shared

passion for the ancient roots that

Samskritam provides access to.

   While many elements of the original 

curriculum like yuva-shibiram remain a 

constant feature, teachers and 

supporters of the SAFL program have 

produced relevant materials with 

careful thought and intention such as 

our textbooks Mukulam, Kusumam 

and Saurabham. I am always 

personally inspired by the students 

who attend class on day one with 

hesitation and curiosity for what lies 

ahead and walk away with a sense of 

fulfillment and accomplishment at the 

end of the 3 years. Each year these 

SAFL students remind me why my 

passion for sharing knowledge has 

never diminished over the years. 

जयतु संसृ्कतम् ! 

Vrunda Desai 

SAFL Teacher since 2009 

Students Corner 

Important Dates 

June 23-29, 2013
सुभाषितम् 

SAFL Entering 10th Year SAFL Entering 10th Year 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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First Semester - Fall 2018 

 

Sept 8 - 11, 2018 – First day of 

class (All courses) 

Oct 13 - 16, 2018 – Unit Exams – I  

(SAMS101A/101C/101D/101E/101F/

101G/101H) 

Oct 20 - 23, 2018 – Midterm 

Exams 

(SAMS201A/201B/201C/201D/201

E/201F/201G/301A/301B/301C/301

D/301E) 

Nov 17 - 20, 2018 – Unit Exams – 

II  

(SAMS101A/101C/101D/101E/101F/

101G/101H) 

Nov 24 - 27, 2018 – Thanksgiving 

Break (All courses) 

Dec 21, 2018 – Jan 2, 2019 – 

Winter Break (All courses) 

Jan 12 - 15, 2019 – Final Exams 

(All courses) 

 

Inter semester break 

Jan 19 – 22, 2019 – Inter semester 

break. No classes (All courses) 

Second Semester - Spring 2019 

Jan 26 - 29, 2019 – First day of 

class 

Mar 2 - 5, 2019 – Unit Exams – I  

(SAMS102A/102C/102D/102E/102F

/102G/102H) 

Mar 16 - 19, 2019 – Midterm 

Exams 

(SAMS202A/202B/202C/202D/20

2E/202F/202G/302A/302B/302C/

302D/302E) 

Apr 13 – Apr 16, 2019 – Unit 

Exams – II  

(SAMS102A/102B/102C/102D/102

E/102F/102G/102H) 

May 18 – 21, 2019– Final Exams 

(All courses) 

 

 

 

REGISTRATION FOR 2019-20 

Registration for 
Direct Entry Exams 
opens February 2019 
and the exam will be 
conducted in March 
2019. Registrations 
for SAFL 2019-20 
Academic Year opens 
April 2019. Stay 
Tuned for Details… 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

                                        

                                      

Never should a wise person do work in haste. If done with due deliberation, 
success is surely assured. 

सुभाषितम् 
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मेधाशिशिरम् (July 15-29, 2018) 

 

                            Bloomfield नगरे New 

Jersey राजे्य दशमवगे छात्रः अस्मि                          

           ,                                    

          waiver exam षिस्मितवान्                       

                       अग्रजा इव                      

    -                                               

                                                       

                                                        

                                                 

                                               

                            धन्यवादान् षनवेदषयतुम् 

इच्छाषम   

                                   

                                        एकाषकना         

षवमानेन                                               

                                                     

                                                       

                                                मम      

                                                  

      एकाषकना                                       

      भवतु नाम                        प्राप्य      

          

 

                                         

          -                                 

                           सम्भािणं          ! 

        , उत्थाय                                  

                                               

                                               

                                               

                                          

                    कथां                        

                                                        

                                 व्याकरणषवियम्     

                                               

         

 

 
 

Students Corner 

 

                                                 

                      सायं                        

                                                     

          -             , रघुवंशं, कुमारसम्भवं                 

                                                        

                                               

                                                

                                                    

                                          

       रूपकम्                                      

                                                          

(छात्राः        ,  काययकतायरः                             

                                                      

                                                    

                                                    

                                                

  

 यषद                                             

                                           वकु्तषमच्छाषम  

             !                                       

           उत्तमः                                    

          बाहुले्यन अस्मि      गवेण                  

                                                        

                                             

                                      समाप्य              

षिन्तयाषम यत् -                                             

कुवयस्मन्त           संसृ्कतभािां                              

                  अरोित                                 

                                                     

         ! 

  

 अने्त,               -                         

                                   !"  

  

                   मनुकुिम्! 

 

भवदीयः,  

        

SAFL Class of 2018 

Bloomfield, New Jersey 
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श्रद्धा शिशिरम् (JULY 8-14, 2018) 
 

 My first introduction to the SAFL program 
was the Shraddhaa camp in New Jersey. It was a 
very unique experience for me. It was the first time 
that I was away from home for a prolonged period of 
time without an adult my parents knew. I was slightly 
afraid at first but as soon as I overcame my initial 
awkward feelings I fell in love with Shraddha.  
 
 My favorite parts of Shraddhaa were the 
classes and the manoranjana karyakrama. I 
cherished the fact that we were able to learn a 
portion of the syllabus in Shraddhaa camp before 
SAFL classes even started. It is extremely helpful 
now because I can spend less time actually learning 
and more time reviewing my lessons. I also really 
enjoyed the manoranjana karyakrama because not 
only was it entertaining but it also helped us learn 
more Sanskrit vocabulary.  
 
 I also adored the way the coordinators took 
care of our basic needs. Everything from our dorms 
to the food was very well taken care of. The 
friendliness of our teachers helped us all forget that 
we were away from home. 
 
 The actual SAFL classes are also very 
enjoyable. I appreciate the way our teachers explain 
the 
material to us with the use of multiple visuals. I also 
appreciate how open they are to questions no matter 
how big or small it may be. I also appreciate the fact 
that due to the classes being completely recorded I 
can easily go back to the class for reference. I adore 
the fact that the homework and tests are very simple 
so that we need not spend hours on end doing 
homework or taking a test. 
 
 On the whole, I cherish the structure and 
facilities of the entire SAFL program. I look forward to 
going to Shraddhaa next year and continuing to 
expand my ever growing knowledge of Samskritam. 
 
 
Sumedha Surubhotla 
SAFL 100 Level student 

 

 

 

 
 

श्रद्धा शिशिरम् (JULY 8-14, 2018) 

 

 
 This is my first year doing SAFL and I am 
already loving it. Ever since I was little, my parents 
have taken me to various Samskritam camps, but I 
have never continued to use the language until SAFL.  
 
 When I went to Shraddha, my knowledge of 

Samskritam was very limited. The only things I knew 

how to say were “namaste,” “bhavatyAH nAma kim?” 

and “dhanyavAdaH.” Throughout the week, I learned 

so much! The classes everyday were very interesting 

and allowed me to learn very quickly. Before 

long, I could speak in full sentences and have a 
conversation in Samskritam! 
 

 Shraddhaa Camp was also a great place to 
make many new friends. Although at the beginning, 
everyone was a little nervous and homesick, by the 
end none of us wanted to leave such a great camp 
that allowed us to be immersed in our own culture and 
religion, or say goodbye to our Samskritam families. 
 

 Shraddhaa was one of the best experiences 

of my life, and I cannot wait to go there for two more 

years. Now, we are all studying in our SAFL classes, 

and although I am a bit nervous for the tests, I know 

that by the end of the year, I will appreciate all that I 

have learned and the teachers that have helped me 

succeed. 

 
 
Ankitha Vinod 
SAFL 100 Level Student 
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SAFL Summer Camps 2018 

SAFL -             
 

 नमिे । मम नाम षनवेषदता । अहं नवमे वगे पठन्ती अस्मि । अहं SAFL 300 िरे छात्रा अस्मि । एतावत् पययनं्त मम SAFL अनुभवः 

अतीव सम्यक् अस्मि । यदा अहं गतविं SAFL आरब्धवती, तदा मम संसृ्कतस्य सम्भािणस्य, िेिनस्य, व्याकरणस्य, इतोषप अनेकानां षवियानां 

ज्ञानं बहु नू्यनम् आसीत् । अहं संसृ्कतं वकु्तम्, पषठतुम्, ि अतीव कष्टम् अनुभवाषम ि । मम SAFL पठनस्य आरम्भस्य अनन्तरम् एव अहं 

सरितया संसृ्कतभािायां सम्भािणं कतुयम् शक्तवती  । SAFL       षशषिकाः बहु उत्तमरीत्या पाठयस्मन्त। तेिाम् पाठनरीषतः अतीवसरिा 

अस्मि, अतः वगे सवे छात्राः पाठ्ांशान् अवगनंु्त शकु्नवस्मन्त । यषद कोषप न अवगच्छषत, तषहय ते शान्ततया उत्तरं ददषत । ज्ञानवधयनाथं 

प्रषतसप्ताहं गृहपाठः भवषत । गृहपाठस्य अतीवः उपयोगः वतयते। गृहपाठेन तस्य सप्ताहस्य पाठानां पुनरभ्यासः भवषत । 

 SAFL पठनेन न केविं संसृ्कतज्ञानस्य वधयनं भवषत, षकनु्त अिाकं संसृ्कते: षविये अषप ज्ञानं वधेत। कक्ष्यायां वयं व्याकरणेन सह भारत-

देशस्य इषतहासान्, उत्सवान्, कवीन्, ऋिीन्, देवान्, ि, इतोषप अनेकान् षवियान् पठामः । SAFL पठनेन अहं शास्त्राणां (गषणतशासं्त्र, नाट्यशासं्त्र, 

        )काव्यानां ि पररियं प्राप्तवती । एतस्मिन् विे इतोऽषप ज्ञानवधयनं भवेत् इषत मम इच्छा ।  

Niveditha Iyengar 

SAFL 300 Level Student 
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SAFL  

Samskrita Bharati 

2068 Walsh Avenue, Suite B2, 
Santa Clara CA 95050 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Contact: 

 safl.samskritabharatiusa.org 
 safl@samskritabharatiusa.org 
 408 752 2182 

 

श्रद्धाशिशिरम् - 2017 


